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differ greatly in their beliefs and habits from those brought up
in Government or other secular schools.

The Arab Christians and the National Movement

Individual Christians have always been prominent in the Arab
national opposition to Zionism. They have been members of the
Arab Higher Committee, of the executives of the various parties,
and of delegations to London; and they have contributed their
share of the funds and the fighters of the movement. The
clergy as well as the laity have played their part. Two Arab
ecclesiastics gave evidence before the Royal Commission in 1937.
Such organizations as the Christians possess have also supported
the national movement, Christian conferences and associations
have again affirmed their indissoluble unity with their Moslem
brothers. Attempts made by various elements to found a
separate Christian party or Committee have been successfully
opposed, because such a step might change the national move-
ment into a religious one, and its friendly feelings towards the
Christians into hostility. The patriotic attitude of the Christians
has always been encouraged by the Moslems, and occasional acts
of violence or journalistic attacks upon Christians have been
deplored.

The motives of both sides are mixed. Most of the Christians
are genuinely patriotic and opposed to Zionism. But they are
also moved by the desire to remain on good terms with a majority
which may some day obtain political power. The Catholic
Christians may well be influenced by the general disapproval
with which the Catholic Church regards Zionism. The Moslems
for their part have in many cases a genuine sentiment of national
community which transcends religious differences. But they are
also led to seek Christian co-operation through fear of having
the national movement regarded abroad as a fanatical religious
movement.

Other Minorities

The other communities raise no problem. The Armenian
Christians are an urban community of craftsmen and traders.
Some of them are prosperous but they axe less important econ-
omically than in Egypt, and here, as in Egypt, they take no part
in public life. The Druzes and Shi'is are outlying sections of
bigea: communities in Southern Lebanon. They differ in social